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2026 Under the Dome - Week 15

Governor Polis announced this week that Jana Locke will serve as the next Executive
Director of the Department of Personnel and Administration. Ms. Locke most recently
served as Deputy Executive Director of the Department of Public Safety.

The Executive Committee of Legislative Council met this week and set Monday, January
11, 2027, as the starting date for the first regular session of the 76th General Assembly, so
that the legislature convenes following the inauguration of the state’s new governor.
Many new lawmakers will be sworn in as the legislature convenes in 2027.

The Joint Budget Committee was back together for long days this week, discussing
differences between the House and Senate versions of the budget as well as technical
adjustments. While the committee took action on most of the orbital bills, they have not
yet finalized their conference committee report. Once they reach consensus on the HB
1410 FY 26-27 Long Appropriations Bill and two orbital bills (setting the state’s reserve
and making changes to the Cover All Coloradans health care program), they will finalize
their report and return the bills to the House and Senate for final ratification.

In the meantime, the Appropriations Committees in the House and Senate took up bills on
multiple days this week, as they seek to work through the backlog that built up while
waiting for the final budget numbers. Bills that have a fiscal impact to the state’s general
fund and haven’t identified another source are likely to linger and may not be scheduled
prior to adjournment. Bills that aren’t approved in a legislative session do not carry over
to the next session.

In other committee work, the House Business Affairs & Labor Committee amended and
approved by a narrow 7-6 margin SB 051 Age Attestation on Computing Devices,
forwarding it on to the full House for consideration. HB 1345 Higher Education Funding
Allocation Model Changes received unanimous approval from the House Education
Committee on Thursday and will also head to the second reading calendar. The bill

implements the recommendations of the Colorado Commission of Higher Education
following a year and a half long process of review and input from higher education


https://oaduubbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018OIMQhzwh8ILWRL-t-e1k665LUwv-SPs9PRLffQ1_sYAFxvs8C7YEhVcw7Ow88qNh1lQHvLn7TnMTsC0yBnBm9V0kiSZod8ssNsvWZfNbeC2CgB6SB8zkybT5HO25jgds45Onr2RD8CzXJ_pSbUWrT0be2983bMCwE37ezMozCSqto1F-jcVLg==&c=CuhKzfCWlFDb4f2T3-Ls55q6SWMnG3pmmZXGA-ylht8NtfElXH_uYQ==&ch=UHu-MvOa0WswhDuzL8n84kUIJBZDI-DBKM-NnnVFRIYb0K6PY8Ve0g==
https://oaduubbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018OIMQhzwh8ILWRL-t-e1k665LUwv-SPs9PRLffQ1_sYAFxvs8C7YEhVcw7Ow88qNh1lQHvLn7TnMTsC0yBnBm9V0kiSZod8ssNsvWZfNbeC2CgB6SB8zkybT5HO25jgds45Onr2RD8CzXJ_pSbUWrT0be2983bMCwE37ezMozCSqto1F-jcVLg==&c=CuhKzfCWlFDb4f2T3-Ls55q6SWMnG3pmmZXGA-ylht8NtfElXH_uYQ==&ch=UHu-MvOa0WswhDuzL8n84kUIJBZDI-DBKM-NnnVFRIYb0K6PY8Ve0g==
https://oaduubbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018OIMQhzwh8ILWRL-t-e1k665LUwv-SPs9PRLffQ1_sYAFxvs8C7YEnET2-a5l8L0DwJGWsxTp3rGp7gN7rYd16RB5D4qDaZFQ5UXZcdXvopG-m_qi7IKei_qqLIU5aHwYUvXXxZsG-h8_vgPmvqNx3z_TqWnfe8dYQmfhSpn4Do=&c=CuhKzfCWlFDb4f2T3-Ls55q6SWMnG3pmmZXGA-ylht8NtfElXH_uYQ==&ch=UHu-MvOa0WswhDuzL8n84kUIJBZDI-DBKM-NnnVFRIYb0K6PY8Ve0g==
https://oaduubbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018OIMQhzwh8ILWRL-t-e1k665LUwv-SPs9PRLffQ1_sYAFxvs8C7YEkyxVtIZkIv0-ZNF617IjFj2zKyuxfikyzdrZ7fvgOx7EjhGbpjRHu33ka6wwORAKPTWvzvvYNoG6PtvKbhhDEfBPTmUf0qigYVGkJ-wgNa5vv3TeBdv2_15a9REWSA2gw==&c=CuhKzfCWlFDb4f2T3-Ls55q6SWMnG3pmmZXGA-ylht8NtfElXH_uYQ==&ch=UHu-MvOa0WswhDuzL8n84kUIJBZDI-DBKM-NnnVFRIYb0K6PY8Ve0g==
https://oaduubbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018OIMQhzwh8ILWRL-t-e1k665LUwv-SPs9PRLffQ1_sYAFxvs8C7YEkyxVtIZkIv0VhWdInfkU_6M4bLGVKafsu5djvKJOSrKtXLdI2WubUBSQXKtryV6q0l1SPbZrccJAuFJ-hDE0yx7vu464wWq1aGrVN4mP6VTuYozLOHZqrjXkBLvdn7M4zViizsrOEd605g2pWr8pOYBJkQm3p9hvbaykjL3fxh7ocPhhvA40UQjv-6XgzrzylgXegqbb8XK2C0mBVWNEhgeTocNij5xKCav4M0bwih_KPmpBgiwFlM=&c=CuhKzfCWlFDb4f2T3-Ls55q6SWMnG3pmmZXGA-ylht8NtfElXH_uYQ==&ch=UHu-MvOa0WswhDuzL8n84kUIJBZDI-DBKM-NnnVFRIYb0K6PY8Ve0g==

institutions and interested stakeholders. House Finance Committee approved SB
141 Wildlife Collison Prevention by a vote of 9-2, sending it on to Appropriations.

The House Energy & Environment Committee heard testimony from dozens of witnesses
on HB26-1326 Sunset Public Utilities Commission (PUC) before approving amendments
and passing the bill on a 9-4 party line vote. The PUC sunset is an omnibus bill that
extends the functions of the PUC while modernizing the commission. It was introduced
following agency review and public hearings over the interim according to the sunset
schedule set in statute, and passage of the bill would extend functions of the PUC for
seven years. The House E&E Committee adopted eight amendments including a
replacement of the percentage-based telecom fee structure included in the introduced
version.

The Senate Education Committee on Monday voted to amend and approve SB 023
School Finance Act, and the bill subsequently passed the Appropriations Committee
unanimously. It will be heard on second reading in the Senate next week. SB

149 Pathways for Individuals with Mental Health Disorder was edited by more than five
dozen amendments to the 200+ page bill this week and passed the Judiciary and
Appropriations Committees, and then second reading in the Senate. Further amendments
are expected in the House, as legislators work to pass these reforms in the face of recent
high-profile cases and a federal consent decree that has been in place since 2019.

SB 178 Health Insurance Affordability Measures was introduced in the Senate and is
expected to face its first hearing in the Senate Finance Committee on Tuesday. Health
insurance prices for those that purchase insurance on the individual market increased
sharply in 2026 due in part to the expiration of federal tax credits. For months legislators
have been exploring options to offset these increases, and discussions are expected to
continue as this legislation is just a temporary one-year fix. This legislation directs the
Health Insurance Affordability Enterprise to impose a one-time supplemental assessment
on certain health insurance companies and authorizes a $100 million loan from the
Unclaimed Property Trust Fund to provide tax credits to offset the cost of health
insurance premiums. The Senate also introduced SB 176 State Remedies for
Constitutional Rights Violation, being referred to as the “No Kings Act”. The bill is not
yet scheduled for committee.

The Senate and House both spent a good part of the day on Friday working through
second and third reading votes on the floor. In the Senate, Republicans and Democrats
spent several hours debating SB 135 State Public K-12 Education Funding, which if
passed would refer a measure to the November 2025 ballot asking voters to approve an
increase in the TABOR cap to free up additional funds for education (and potentially
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other state purposes) without increasing taxes but by reducing TABOR refunds. The bill
passed second reading on a voice vote.

House Democrats voted to limit debate on HB 1335 Abortion Medication Access on
College Campuses, HB 1276 Protect Safety of Individuals Who Are Immigrants, and HB
1281 Homicide Criminal Offenses. All three spurred heated debate, but ultimately each
passed on a voice vote. A recorded third reading vote on each is expected on Monday.

Next week we can expect full committee and floor calendars as the legislature enters its
final weeks. The General Assembly must adjourn sine die by midnight on Wednesday,
May 13. The Governor has up to 30 days to take action on bills that have reached his
desk.
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