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2 Question 1: How has your background and experiences prepared you for a seat on Town 
Council?   

    

For twenty years as a resident and business owner, I've strived to be a part of the town’s fabric. In 

addition to listening to a couple hundred customers a day, I serve as president of the Downtown 

Alliance, and I have been a board member for the Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Merchants 

Association, and Castle Rock Economic Partnership. I want to continue contributing and serving as 

a positive voice for our town. Castle Rock is a wonderful place to live! We are a family-friendly 

town. As we grow, I am eager to work with our city council, town administration, businesses and 

residents to help preserve the qualities that make us great and serve as a catalyst for community. 
 

3 Question 2: What do you consider to be the two most critical Business Issues confronting 
Castle Rock? Why?   

    

Traffic is our town's biggest challenge and a huge factor in our quality of life. The growth of the 

entire state has made travelling on I-25 a chore. Progress is being made, but even with the I-25 

southbound expansion, traffic is only going to increase. Which leads to our other critical issue. I 

want to help Castle Rock attract primary businesses. Primary businesses means living and working 

in Castle Rock. It means fewer trips on I-25! Primary businesses attract other businesses, and 

amenities, creating more opportunities for us to stay closer to home, spend more time with our 

families and friends, and really enjoy our town. Primary businesses increase our tax base and the 

funding for infrastructure" another big contributor to our quality of life. Streets, water, fire & 

rescue, police, they all need our attention. 
 

4 Question 2A: How do you think Town Council should address these issues in the future?   

    

We need to ensure that growth pays for itself. Growth strains our resources" but we know that the 

only thing harder on infrastructure than growth is no growth! New businesses, new retail and 

restaurants, new services and amenities, these provide the tax revenue Castle Rock needs to 

continuously improve our infrastructure. The town needs to continue to be business-friendly, 

promote everything that is wonderful about Castle Rock, partner with organizations that bring 

energy and ideas to improve our business climate and quality of life, and provide resources to 

potential new businesses. We also need to maintain a balance in our funding sources including 

impact fees, sales and property taxes to ensure we have sustainable funding for our local 

infrastructure needs over the long term through the ups and downs of the economic cycle. 
 

5 Question 3: Do you support repealing the grocery tax? (Please explain answer on 3A)   



  

  Answer 

 

Yes 

 

No 
 

6 Question 3A:  If you answered yes, how do you believe the Town should backfill the estimated 
$7 million dollars in loss revenue? (please add n/a if you answered no on 3)   

    

Sure it would be great to be able to repeal a tax! Sales taxes in particular are a burden for our lower 

income residents. But of course the kicker is finding alternative funding sources. So this isn't 

necessarily a Yes or No question. We should wait for the town survey to see if there is broad 

appetite for repealing the tax. If so, then we need to ask the town administration to generate 

proposals for alternate funding sources. 

 

Alternatively, we should explore targeted share-backs of grocery taxes to our low-income and 

senior residents. That could provide financial relief where it is most needed without blowing a big 

hole in our budget. 
 

7 Question 4: Do you believe that it is important for Castle Rock residents to have primary 
employment opportunities in our community?   

  

  Answer 

 

Yes 

  No 

Comment: Definitely! As noted above, Primary businesses create jobs, and they attract other businesses 

and amenities, which creates more opportunities to stay closer to home, spend more time 

with our families, and enjoy our town. Primary businesses increase our tax base and the 

funding for infrastructure. Creating the conditions to allow our residents to work and live in 

Castle Rock should be our primary objective. 
 

8 Question 5: How important is it for Castle Rock to be a Business Friendly community?   

  

  Answer 

 

Very important 

  Somewhat important 

  Not important at all 
 

9 Question 6: What does the term Business Friendly mean to you?   

    

It means creating an environment where businesses want to start here and relocate here, because of 

all we offer rather than solely for tax incentives. Commonsense regulations and a town staff who 

understands the need to work cooperatively and efficiently with our businesses is important, as is 

ensuring our tax structure is competitive and not burdensome. Bigger than that is having a strategic 



plan for growth and infrastructure so that prospective business owners know that they and their 

families and employees' families will continue to be able to enjoy the high quality of life that we 

all love about Castle Rock. It means doing all we can to sustain and improve our amenities 

including our fabulous trail system, open spaces and recreational venues. It means partnering with 

organizations that are committed to helping a broad spectrum of our residents, like the town's 

contributions to the Douglas County Housing Partnership. If we are People Friendly, we will be 

Business Friendly. 
 

 


